habit of denouncing everybody who did not agree with them. This reaction was no doubt due, as they would say, to my own bourgeois education and up-bringing.34
The Soviet Union and the socialism, as it was practiced there, had left a lasting impression on Nehru, although he was critical of some of the practices there. Writing about his trip to Moscow, along with his father Motilal Nehru and others, in November 1927 when the nation was celebrating the tenth anniversary of the revolution, Jawaharlal Nehru said:
It was a very brief visit, just three or four days in Moscow, .... But we were glad that we went, for even that glimpse was worthwhile. It did not and could not teach us much about the new Russia, but it did give us a background for our reading. To my father, all such Soviet and collectivist ideas were wholly novel. His whole training had been legal and constitutional, and he could not easily get out of that framework. But he was definitely impressed by what he saw in Moscow.35 (Ananth, emphasis added)
These observations by Nehru are significant and assume a lot of importance in the process of locating the larger context of his proclamation that he was a socialist, at the Lahore session. Nehru's notes, when he was incarcerated at the Naini Prison (in 1930), further confirms that by socialism, he meant an economic program that involved the nationalist movement committing itself to the idea where the state, in independent India, would play an interventionist role in the wellbeing of the masses in not merely the welfarist sense of the term, but in terms of determining property relations. Nehru wrote:
Any movement which seeks to become a mass movement must necessarily have an economic programme for the masses. On general principles, therefore, it is essential that the Congress should lay

footnote: Ibid., p. 163. Nehru says this while recalling his attendance at the Brussels Conference in February 1927.Ibid., p. 165. It is evident that Jawaharlal Nehru, by this time, was impressed by the Soviet ways and the idea of collectivization, and saw this as constituting socialism in a concrete sense.
Gopal (Ed.), Selected works of Jawaharlal Nehru (Vol. 4), pp. 192-193.